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Dear Itasca 10 Families,

I would like to thank all of you for your support and patience as we continue to navigate
the Covid pandemic. I know this is not easy on you and your children. I appreciate how
you have continued to support our guidance and safety practices. I would also like to
recognize and thank our administrators, teachers and staff who continue to persevere.
We are thankful for the trust you place in us and are grateful we can do what we enjoy
the most and that is to teach your children. As we come to Winter Break, I will
encourage all of us to be vigilant with health and safety practices. Please adhere to the
following guidance especially as we return to school Thursday, January 6, 2022.

➱ Remember vaccinated students do not need to quarantine after
travel.

➱ Consider signing your child up for weekly screen testing. This is
provided by Northshore and occurs every Friday at Benson, Franzen
and Peacock.

➱ Keep students home who are ill or displaying Covid like symptoms
or a fever. When in doubt, call the school administrator or nurse
first to discuss before returning.

➱ Unvaccinated students should quarantine after traveling for up to
7-10 days. Students who take a PCR test after 3 days of quarantine
and test negative may call the school to discuss a return to school date.

➱ Please keep children home while any individual in your household
is being tested for Covid. If a household member is symptomatic
and waiting for a test result, assume that your child could be
positive. By sending children to school otherwise, you are placing other
children at risk.

➱ Share covid test results for students with their school. Not promptly
informing schools may place other students at risk and trigger more
restrictive mitigation strategies.

Please note, some school districts are already planning to return to remote only
instruction after the holidays. Although we will plan for every contingency, it is our
goal to continue in-person instruction when we return on January 6, 2022. I am
confident as a community we can all do our part in our partnership and adhere to these
safety practices. By doing so, you are supporting the district in continuing in-person
instruction.

https://northshoreclinical.jotform.com/212996397966985


In closing, I will also ask that we remain hopeful as a school community as this year
ends and a new year begins.

“The world needs less heat and more light. It needs less of the heat of
anger, revenge, retaliation, and more of the light of ideas, faith, courage,
aspiration, joy, love and hope.” —Wilfred Peterson

Every step of the way, we are trying to both move towards returning to our
pre-pandemic culture and protect the safety of our students and staff. Our grace to
each other, collective courage and optimism teaches our children to do the same.
These values are the very strength of Itasca as a caring community. Let’s shine our
collective light and keep our hope as we work towards a better year.

Please have a safe and enjoyable Winter Break!

Craig Benes
Superintendent


